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Towpaths to Trails
OPENING AUTO SLIDESHOW

How the Old Canal Towpath and Other Rights of Way
Can Bridge Some Gaps in Regional Multi-Use Trails

Presentation to the Quarterly Meeting
&) Middlesex Canal Association
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Original Use of Towpath
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Woburn, just north 0f 128, recently



Bruce Freeman Rail Trail (BFRT

Fall trail in Acton PPt v . ool
Westford DPW workers Jacob Rowe and Rick Savory removed a

downed tree that was blocking the trail after a late summer storm.
Pix from https://brucefreemanrailtrail.org/

* Built on abandoned RR grade
* Paved
* Maintained




Bedford Narrow Gauge Rail Trail

Yankee Doodle to Billerica will connect here
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Reformatory Trail
to/from BFRT

Minuteman Commuter
Bikeway from Somerville
6 miles of good unpaved trail

https://www.traillink.com/trail/narrow-gauge-rail-trail/ 4



Reformatory Trail from BFRT
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CONCORD

Minuteman
Commuter Bikeway | -+

On the old “Lexington Branch” RR L
between Bedford, Lexington,

Manccah Fiold "p iZP

Arlington, Alewife & Cambridge e ey, iR

Alewile Station Public transt sty BURLINGTON

offers bus and subway access and free bike parkang -

Connecting to Somerville, Boston, etc OSSR

the Arfington/Cambridpe bne

and ice shating when the pond freeaes.

Arlington Center The Town of Arkngton is only 5§ square miles, so
nathing & far from the Bikeway. Bilrway users are encouraged to vise
eateries/businesses along the Mass Ave corridor and ergoy respite in parks
scarzered throughout the community, Decais on reverse. i

0@«.» s Hollow Early mill site, now 2 green space along Al Brook

Old Schwamb Mill Oldest will functioning (since 1864) mill in the US.
Ranowned for oval high-quality wooden frames.

WOBURN
) Arfngton Reservoi Nature path around the reservor; sindy beach
Habetat Carden, swans.

0A:anm| s Great Meadows Hiking trals through ratural habeat

Tower Park A shady plonic area alonguide the Bikeway; site of a bactle
between British forces and the Colomial militia

ic, cultural charizable and

@ Lexingron Communicy Centar Avatable e
the Lexington community )

educational groups and onganiatians that

Wainroe Tavern and British History Musewm Revohitonary War ste that
played 2 prominent role in the Batthe of Lexington and Concord. Now
preserved and operaced as a museum with exhibits highlghting the roke
and perspective of the British soldiers during the outbreak of the war.

L
uington Center Settled in 1642 and incarporated in 1713 L N & best
crwn as the “Birthplace of American Liberty” for ity role in the American
aurants as well a3 histonic sites are
W Ve
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Hancock Clarke House The desting of Paul Revere and Wiliam Dawes \
on the eve of the Amerkan Revolution to warn Samuel Adams and john
Hancock of the coming British troops. Bullt in about 1698, the house
contains period furnishings and portraits

Parker Meadow 17.5 atres of woods and meadows with paths and
boardwaks.

conmrge
ond

@ Dpos Park Bodiord terminus of the Bibeway where thevs rad o
The historic freight house is now an information center with
memorabilia

oty g s L
Rail Diesel Car 6211 The vintage passenger ir, which formerly ran on the T At %
Boston-Bedfced ral lne, has been restored and i open to the public , \

Corwat Meadows National Wikdide Refuge 750-30¢ wethands on the Concord
Roves, a popular desteation for bird watchers, walkers and famalies =

Legend

BELMONT

Entry Point Parking
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Mile Marker @D Bike Shop
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Points of Interest Visitors Center

Minuteman Commuter Bikeway mints &
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Police Station

46 Reviews Length: 10.1 mi Resrooms

Grocery Store HEC R T o E ) \ ; (i

Ice Cream/ Yogurt
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»

https://minutemanbikeway.org Somerville Community Tra



“Reformatory Branch” Rail Trail

* RR used to connect Bedford Depot to Framingham & Lowell RR
(now BCT/BFRT) near Concord Prison Rotary

e Good unpaved rail trail (like Narrow Gauge, not Minuteman)
 East4 mi — OK between Bedford Depot and Concord Lumber

e West 4 mi.." missing bridges over Sudbury and Assabet Rivers( (>
and paved over by prison rotaryQ, so substituted by roads
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Woburn Towpath to Bike Trail

About 3 miles of Middlesex Canal towpath and
subsequent railroad now being converted to trail

Middlesex Canal in Woburn



NY State Towpaths to Bike Trails

New York state 1s a
leader 1n towpath trails.

They have finished
most of the Erie Canal
and much of the
Champlain Canal,
plus more in the works

Champlain Canal, NY 8



NY State Towpaths to Bike Trails

-

Erie Canal Trail, NY




WDC & VA Towpath to Bike Trail

Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Multi-Use Trail: Bikers, strollers, joggers, runners, ducks 10



New Jersey Towpath to Bike Trail

D&R Bike-Hike-Horse trail, NJ
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Ohio and Indiana Towpaths to Trails

Miami&Ohio lock sign and replica canal boat, OH

Monon Central Canal trail, IN
12
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5.6837 miles
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Lowell Heritage Park Project
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2.6947 miles 2 )
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Greenway Connection Project

. 2.7405 miles
ourned: O
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