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Today’s weather:  
Mostly sunny, warmer, 75°  
Eagle-Tribune forecast, Page 18
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CONCORD — The proposed Senate 
budget package will have more money 
to spend than the House after the Senate 
Finance Committee Friday adopted rev-
enue estimates.

The additional money — $53 million 
over the biennium — will allow the pro-
posed Senate budget for the 2020-2021 
biennium to boost spending for child 
protection, mental health and elderly 
services, said committee vice chair Dan 
Feltes, D-Concord.

However, the budget package will not 
include an expansion of the interest and 
dividends tax to capital gains, which the 
House used to increase state education aid 

NH Senate 
to increase 
spending 
for services
Mental health, child and 
elderly benefits get boost

By Garry rayno

InDepthNH.org

NORTH ANDOVER — While the North 
Andover School Committee updates poli-
cies regarding student-to-student harass-
ment and teen dating abuse prevention, a 
grandmother continues 
to show up at meetings 
to plead for an apology 
from committee members 
and acknowledgement that damage has 
already been done to her granddaughter 
and others.

That woman, Pamela Emmett, was joined 
at Thursday night’s School Committee 
meeting by several high school seniors who 
have also advocated for victims’ rights over 
the last several months.

Their efforts were sparked in March, 
when The Eagle-Tribune revealed that 

Parents, 
students 
ask for 
apology
Decry treatment of 
sex assault victims

By Breanna edelstein

bedelstein@eagletribune.com

ALFRED, Maine  — A Mas-
sachusetts priest who was 
defrocked for child sexual 
abuse and was portrayed in the 
movie “Spotlight” is going to 
prison for a second time — this 
time in Maine.

A judge on Friday ordered 
Ronald Paquin to serve 16 
years in state prison for sexu-
ally abusing a Haverhill altar 
boy during trips to Maine in 
the 1980s. Paquin, 76, already 
served more than 10 years in 
prison in Massachusetts for 
sexually abusing another altar 
boy in that state.

Paquin served at St. John the 
Baptist Church in Haverhill 
from 1981 to 1990, and St. Mon-
ica Church in Methuen from 
1974 to 1980.

Justice Wayne Douglas said 
he didn’t detect expressions 
of remorse or responsibil-
ity from Paquin, who he said 
betrayed the “sacred trust” of 

his victims. He imposed the 
maximum sentence of 20 years 
but suspended a portion of the 
sentence.

One of Paquin’s victims, 
45-year-old Keith Townsend, 
testified before the sentencing 
that Paquin’s abuse sent him 
into a spiral of depression and 
drug abuse, and caused him to 

question his faith in God. The 
Associated Press does not nor-
mally identify victims of sexual 
abuse, but Townsend identified 
himself as the victim and gave 
permission for his name to be 
used.

Later, Townsend said he was 
satisfied with the sentence, 

Paquin ordered to serve 16 years in Maine prison
Former Haverhill priest already served 10 years for sex abuse in Massachusetts

By Patrick Whittle

Associated Press

See APOLOGY, Page 7

See BUDGET, Page 7

HAVERHILL — The effort to 
transform the Cogswell School 
building into a community arts 
center has gotten a boost in the 
form of a $200,000 grant from 
the state.

This means the Creative 
Haverhill organization has 
reached a significant milestone 
in the capital campaign “Rein-
vent Cogswell.’’

With the addition of the 
$200,000 grant,  Creative 
Haverhill has so far raised 
more than 80% of its $2.5 mil-
lion goal, and the purchase of 
the building will happen this 
month, organizers of the arts 
center said. Creative Haverhill 
hopes to complete the cam-
paign by the end of the year 
and begin renovations to the 
building at the start of 2020. 

“ H ave r h i l l  s h o u l d  b e 
extremely proud that this is the 

first Haverhill-based organiza-
tion to be selected in the his-
tory of the fund,” said Creative 
Haverhill board chair Danielle 
Smida.

Because the $200,000 from 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council for the arts center is 
a matching grant, Creative 
Haverhill must raise an addi-
tional $200,000 in order to get 
that state money, Smida said.

The city is selling the old 
school building to Creative 

Haverhill for $175,000, said Erin 
Padilla, project manager for the 
Reinvent Cogswell campaign. 
The campaign is being run by 
Creative Haverhill, a nonprofit 
arts group.

Padilla  said the goal is to 
preserve the school, which 
was built in 1891, and retain as 
much of its historic character 
as possible. The plans are to 
update the building’s HVAC, 
fire suppression, plumbing 

$200K boosts arts center

By Mike laBella

mlabella@eagletribune.com

Group expects to transform old Haverhill school in 2020

See ARTS, Page 7

Name of school: Presentation 
of Mary Academy, Methuen

Number in graduating class: 61
Student speakers: Mckenzie 

Ferrari, valedictorian; Sophia 
Bellia, salutatorian; Nathalie 
Garcia, honor essayist

Graduation speaker: Susan 
Viscosi, English department 
chair

From the speeches: “I could 
say that  we’re active, 
involved, or well-rounded, 
but we’re so much more than 
that. The amount of motiva-
tion that this class has had 

regarding athletics, the arts, 
and especially academics is 
unprecedented. We showed 
up for tryouts, we turned up 
for auditions, and we even 
created a mass group chat 
for all of us stuck after school 
studying in the library. We 
earned sports banners, we 
filled this gym for theater 
performances, and we made 
it to this day, ready to receive 
our diploma and move on 
to our next academic chal-
lenge.” —Mckenzie Ferrari, 
valedictorian

“...The classic cup question. 
Is it half full or half empty? 

61 PMA grads ready 
for next life chapter
By Breanna edelstein

bedelstein@eagletribune.com

See PMA, Page 7

See PAQUIN, Page 7
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RYAN HUTTON/Staff photo
Artist Debbie Shirley works on a painting in one of the upstairs classrooms of the Cogswell School building in Bradford, which is being 
transformed into a community arts center. 

Former 
Haverhill priest 
Ronald Paquin 

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
Dariana Mota is all smiles after receiving her diploma as class president, 
Kolby Barbieri looks on during Presentation of Mary Academy’s 
commencement Friday afternoon.
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READY MIX CONCRETE

M. O’MAHONEY CO.

175 Market Street • Lawrence, MA
978-686-6149

PAVERS • STONE
FIREPITS • SAND & CEMENT 

www.momahoney.com
Masonry & Landscaping Supplies

Memory Wall 
at Linwood Cemetery

Cremation Package Limited Time Offer
Includes Cremation – Urn – 12x12x12 Niche & Inscription

Documentation & Transportation must be provided by a Licensed Funeral Director.

$2060.00
For One

$2890.00
For Two

41 John Ward Ave., Haverhill, MA
Burial & Cremation Planning
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