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F R O M  PA G E  O N E

It is just a cup. We decide 
every day what is in our cup. 
Heading off to your post high 
school life, if you believe that 
it will be hard, scary and 
lonely, or if you know that it 
will be exciting, enlightening 
and that you will add some 
great new friends to your 
life, you are right.” —Susan 
Viscosi, English department 
chair

“During my time here, I 
learned how not to be silent. 
We all know that some-
times theology class could 
get a little bit heated. Right, 
Jack? Still, as challenging 
and sometimes convoluted 
as our discussions often 
became, it is important to 
recognize what a privilege 
it is to have a place where 
we could freely discuss our 
faith and our politics with-
out fear of peer persecution. 
I learned how to express my 
viewpoints respectfully and 
with conviction, rather than 
remaining silent for fear of 
offending someone. We now 

enter college with the distinct 
advantage of knowing how to 
handle controversial issues. 
Most high schoolers aren’t 
quite so lucky. And hopefully, 
we now enter college know-
ing how to think.” — Nathalie 
Garcia, honor essayist

Class trip: The class of 2019 

celebrated a day in Boston 
on Tuesday, May 21. They 
took a trip cruising along 
the Charles River and had a 
group lunch at the Cheese-
cake Factory.

Scholarship information: The 
class of 2019 was recognized 
for its academic achieve-
ments by the colleges and 
universities to which they 
applied. The class as a whole 

received $13 million dollars 
in scholarships and awards 
over a four-year period. With 
three graduates awarded 
full tuition scholarships, the 
class of 2019 will receive $3.8 
million dollars to attend the 
college or university of their 
choice.

Fun fact: There are four sets 
of twins in this graduating 
class.

and electrical systems, and 
renovate former classrooms 
to create gallery space, artist 
studios and arts classrooms.

“While the plans for pro-
gramming within the space 
aren’t completely set in stone, 
the plans are to host a juried 
exhibition space, along with 
community rental rooms, art 
rooms for adult art classes, 
arts/STEAM after-school 
clubs, youth vacation camps, 
artist studio rental rooms, 
ceramics studios, and a wood 
shop/makers space,” Padilla 
said.

The effort to turn the for-
mer school into an arts center 
will keep the historic prop-
erty accessible to the public.

Cogswell’s proximity to the 
newly completed Bradford 
Rail Trail along the city’s 
riverfront will provide easy 
walking or biking access 
between the arts center 
and Haverhill’s expanding 
downtown.

The Cogswell building is 

also within walking distance 
of two MBTA commuter train 
stations with direct access 
to the Boston arts scene, 
with multiple trips each day. 
Amtrak’s DownEaster com-
muter train also makes daily 
stops not far from the old 
school.

The capital campaign’s lat-
est fundraising event is “Bach 

to Broadway” — a concert of 
classical and musical theater 
vocal selections to be per-
formed June 15 at the Renais-
sance Golf Club, 377 Kenoza 
St. Proceeds from the event 
will count towards the match-
ing grant amount.

The concert will feature 
classical vocal selections 
and songs from musical 

theater catalogs. Eight pro-
fessional musicians from the 
Haverhill area will perform 
songs including, “Till There 
Was You,” written by Mer-
edith Willson for the musi-
cal play “The Music Man” 
(1957); “Almost Real” from 
the “Bridges of Madison 
County”; the classic Italian 
aria “O Mio Babbino Caro” 
(”O My Beloved Papa’’) from 
the opera Gianni Schicchi 
(1918) by Giacomo Puccini; 
and a libretto by Giovacchino 
Forzano. 

Featured  performers 
include Aliana de la Guar-
dia, Susan Consoli, Lauren 
Sprague, Sara Sturdivant, 
Heather Butler, Risa Annic-
chiario, Jennifer Onello and 
13-year-old Jonathan Uber. 
The event will offer light 
refreshments and a silent 
auction from 6 to 7 p.m. Musi-
cal performances are from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets, at $40 per person 
or $75 for a pair, can be pur-
chased at bachtobroadway-
reinventcogswell.eventbrite.
com. 

Visit online at www.cog-
swellartspace.org.

and he hopes it motivates 
more victims to name their 
abusers.

“I just hope it shows vic-
tims who are still living in 
the shadows that they can 
come forward,” Townsend 
said.

Paquin was portrayed in 
the movie “Spotlight” about 
the Boston Globe investiga-
tion into abuse by Roman 
Catholic clergy, and his case 
was a critical piece of a sex-
ual abuse scandal that con-
sumed the Archdiocese of 
Boston. Testimony against 
Paquin in the Maine case 
included allegations that 
he plied young victims with 
alcohol and allowed them 
to drive his car without a 
license. Victims alleged the 
abuse went on for years.

P a q u i n ,  w h o  w a s 
defrocked 15 years ago, was 
convicted in late November 
on 11 of 24 counts of gross 
sexual misconduct. His 
attorneys said after court 
that he plans to appeal 
both the conviction and the 
sentence.

One of Paquin’s attorneys 
read a statement during 
court that had been written 
by Paquin in which he said 
he is a victim of sexual abuse 
himself. The statement said 

he spent years “pretending 
that I was living a happy life 
with no problems,” when he 
was actually traumatized by 
the abuse.

He was charged with 
assaulting two boys, one 
of whom was Townsend, 
between 1985 and 1988 in 
Kennebunkport when the 
victims were 14 years of age 
or younger. He spent more 
than 10 years in a prison in 
Massachusetts for sexually 
abusing another altar boy 
in that state, and then faced 
more charges in Maine for 
abuse.

Paquin was released from 
prison in 2015 after his com-
pleting his sentence in Mas-
sachusetts and then taken 
into custody in Maine. He 
faced a maximum of 20 
years in prison, and pros-
ecutors requested that he 
serve all of it because of his 
long pattern of winning his 
victims’ trust so he could 
abuse them.

The case of Paquin’s 
abuse of Townsend was an 
example of abusing power, 
they said.

“He’s a young boy who is 
being told to respect this 
religious authority who’s 
telling him what is hap-
pening to him is OK,” pros-
ecutor Justina McGettigan 
said in court. “He would be 
able to control their minds 
because of who he was in 
their lives.”

for school districts struggling 
to provide educational oppor-
tunities for their students.

Gov. Chris Sununu has said 
he would veto the budget if it 
contains a new capital gains 
tax.

“I am shocked Gov. Sununu 
would protect a loophole that 
benefits the top 1 percent,” 
Feltes said, “and would pro-
vide a rate cut for thousands 
of seniors, sole proprietor-
ships and others and boost 
state funding for eduction.”

House budget writers esti-
mated the capital gains tax 
would produce $150 million 
during the biennium.

The committee voted to 
eliminate the provision, but 
did approve other measures 
that will increase revenues 
including bringing state busi-
ness tax laws into conformity 
with federal provisions, and 
changing how the business 
profits tax is apportioned for 
companies doing business in 
multiple states.

Under the apportionment 
change, the state would base 
its assessment of unit sales 
or lease or rental within the 
state instead of overall busi-
ness activity within the state.

For example Netflicks does 
not pay business profits tax in 
New Hampshire, yet has sales 
in the state and would have 
to pay under this provision 
based on its sales or rentals.

The change is expected to 
produce at least $10 million 
more annually, while the 
bill bringing state business 
taxes into conformity with 
federal tax law is expected 
to produce about $20 million 
annually.

Down party lines, the com-
mittee defeated an attempt 
to remove a freeze on reduc-
tions in the rates of the busi-
ness enterprise and business 
profits taxes included in the 
House budget.

The change would have 
reduced state revenues dur-
ing the biennium by about 
$95 million.

The Senate Finance Com-
mittee also approved changes 
to the new sports betting pro-
vision believed to produce 
about $10 million in new rev-
enue. Sununu included sports 
betting in his budget proposal 

and it was approved by the 
House earlier this session.

And the Senate added pre-
paid telephone cards to the 
state communications tax 
which is expected to increase 
revenues by $2.5 million over 
the biennium.

Budget Additions
The Senate Finance Com-

mittee approved adding $40 
million in additional revenue 
sharing money for cities and 
towns. The money would be 
distributed equally over the 
two years of the upcoming 
biennium.

“There are absolutely 
no strings attached to this 
appropriations,” said Finance 
Committee chair Sen. Lou 
D’Allesandro, D-Manches-
ter. “This is this committee’s 
attempt to move more money 
back to (municipalities.)”

Th e  c o m m i tt e e  a l s o 
approved $3 million in addi-
tional funds for the Granite 
Shield program which is 
intended to stop the sales 
of opioids in the state and 
reduce the epidemic claiming 
on average more than one life 
a day from overdoses.

And the committee added 
$6.5 million in general funds 
to the Department of Trans-
portation to replace high-
way funds, which have been 
declining due to greater 
energy efficiency and the 
growth of electric vehicles, 
reducing gas tax revenue, 
one of the two major sources 
of highway fund money. 
Auto registration is the 
other major money source.

“We hope to do something 
in the future,” D’Allesandro 
said. “This has to be done.”

Health and Human Services
The Finance Commit-

tee voted 5-0 to establish 
a $2 million pilot program 
to help low-income seniors 
when they reach the “donut 
hole” of their Medicare Part 
D drug program.

Some Medicare recipients 
have to pay $1,200 for the 
medications once they reach 
the cap on their drug costs.

After they pay the $1,200, 
the program resumes pay-
ing and covers the entire 
cost of the person’s drugs 
for the remainder of the cal-
endar year.

The program would help 
seniors who are below 
250 percent of the federal 

poverty level.
And the committee decided 

to reinstate the foster grand-
parents program which was 
eliminated under the 2012-
2013 budget, and the con-
gregate living program for 
seniors, which was also elimi-
nated in the same budget.

Committee member Sen. 
Cindy Rosenwald, D-Nashua, 
said the program helps keep 
some seniors off the Medicaid 
program, which saves money.

Secure Psychiatric Unit
The committee earlier 

this week asked Health and 
Human Services and Admin-
istrative Services officials 
for more information about 
Sununu’s proposed $27 
million, 40-bed facility to 
replace the controversial 
Secure Psychiatric Unit at 
the state hospital.

The committee is excepted 
to continue discussing the 
new facility at budget meet-
ings next week.

The House refused to 
include the money in its bud-
get although Sununu touted 
the new building on State 
Hospital grounds during his 
budget address.

House budget writers said 

they lacked sufficient infor-
mation about the facility to 
include it in their budget 
proposal.

The Senate Finance Com-
mittee asked for three or four 
options based on the number 
of beds and services to be 
provided.

The Senate Finance Com-
mittee is scheduled to meet 
Tuesday at noon, Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Friday at 9 a.m. 
next week to decide on its 
budget plan.

The meetings will be in 
Room 103 of the State House.

The Senate is scheduled to 
vote on the budget by June 5.

Garry Rayno may be 
reached at garry.rayno@
yahoo.com
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North Andover school 
administrators used docu-
ments called School Safety 
Plans, which were signed in 
at least two cases by victims 
of sexual assault and class-
mates who assaulted them. 
The contracts restricted 
where the victims could be in 
school. They also threatened 
punishment and suspension 
if disobeyed.

The district retired the use 
of the plans last month, after 
an attorney hired specifically 
to review policies, practices 
and forms said they went 
“much too far.”

The attorney, Jeff Sankey, 
found that the district has 
legally sound policies spelled 
out in its handbook, but the 
plans overstep First Amend-
ment rights and are too bind-
ing for victims.

Seniors Lexi Regan, Julie 
Tschirhart and Ava Gil-
board  — who  organized a 
student walkout to object the 
practice —  have continually 
attended School Committee 
meetings with research into 
policies they feel their dis-
trict is lacking.

The girls did that again 
Thursday, on the eve of their 
last day as North Andover 
students.

“I don’t want this conversa-
tion to just end,” Tschirhart 
told The Eagle-Tribune. “I 
want to come back here in 
however many years and 
see a completely different 
culture.”

The committee discussed 
policies Thursday that make 
clear “The North Andover 
Public Schools will not toler-
ate dating abuse or violence 
of any kind, and will take the 
steps necessary to prevent 
teen dating abuse, intervene 
when relationship violence 
occurs, and help promote 
healthy relationships.” Also, 
the committee voted in favor 
of adding to an existing policy 
by defining “unwelcome sex-
ual advances” as “requests 
for sexual favors, and other 
verbal or physical conduct of 
a sexual nature.”

Regan and Tschirhart 
suggested during the pub-
lic comment portion of the 
meeting that, like other poli-
cies in place, consequences 
be linked to the rules. 

The girls went on to sug-
gest training programs for 
staff in handling causes of 
sexual assault, which they 
had researched.

Committee members did 
not respond to the senior 
girls or Emmett after their 

remarks during public 
comment.

“Before you go forward, 
you need to go back and fix 
what you’ve done,” Emmett 
said. “No one is taking 
responsibility.”

During an eight-month bat-
tle in court with her grand-
daughter’s sexual abuser, 
Emmett said “she had no sup-
port from the school. None.”

The case involved North 
Andover High senior Eliezer 
Tuttle, who was eventually 
put on probation for the 
indecent assault and battery 
after a court continued his 
case without a finding. The 
ruling means a defendant 
has agreed a reasonable 
jury would find him guilty 
of the crime, without actu-
ally admitting guilt. If the 
defendant gets through the 
probation period without 
committing any offenses, the 
case is dismissed.

But before Tuttle’s pro-
bationary period ended, he 
was arrested in New Hamp-
shire and charged with rap-
ing a girl twice in the same 
day in the backseat of his car.

Emmett scolded the com-
mittee for knowing about 
Tuttle’s probation — and sev-
eral other alleged assaults 
— and punishing her grand-
daughter with a safety plan.

In an emailed statement 
to The Eagle-Tribune Fri-
day, Chairwoman Holly Viet-
zke-Lynch said the following: 
“The school committee and 
school administration have 
made this a top priority. To 
that end, the district does 
not feel that it has ‘swept 
anything under the rug’ — 
to the contrary, it has been 
discussed at every school 
committee meeting since 
March 28.

“We rescinded the use of 
safety plans, commissioned 
an independent review, and 
accepted the recommenda-
tion. Furthermore, commu-
nity feedback, particularly 
student voice, has resulted in 
policy and practice review,” 
the statement went on to 
say. “Additionally, this has 
given the school committee 
and school administration 
an opportunity to enhance 
curriculum while provid-
ing educational awareness 
to the community, students, 
and staff.”

North Andover High 
Principal Chet Jackson 
and Superintendent Gregg 
Gilligan did not respond 
to a reporter’s request for 
comment.

Vietzke-Lynch would not 
answer any more questions 
“due to the possibility of 
ongoing litigation,” she said 
in an email.
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Nathalie Garcia of Lawrence 
and Aiden Lena of Kittery, 
Maine, pose for a picture 
after receiving the academy’s 
highest honor, the Sister St. 
Martina Flinton p.m. Memorial 
Award.

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
Graduate Kailey Woods of Salem, N.H., is congratulated by her 
mother, Kim, left and grandmother Barbara Cody of Methuen 
after the Presentation of Mary Academy’s commencement 
Friday afternoon.

AP photo/Robert F. Bukaty
Former Haverhill priest Ronald Paquin arrives for sentencing 
York County Superior Court on Friday in Alfred, Maine.

RYAN HUTTON/Staff photo
Artist Debbie Shirley works on a painting in a classroom at the 
old the Cogswell School building.
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50 Years
Experience

603-401-7220
Custom Decks, Quality Built.

For All Your
Home Improvement Projects.

References on request

A to Z Home Improvement-Insured

BILL’S
HOME

IMPROVEMENT

Rte. 133 Washington Street • West Boxford
www.paisleyfarm.com

978-352-2332
OPEN DAILY 9AM-6PM

~ HERBS ~
Large Selection of Herbs: Culinary, Medicinal and Ornamental

Growers of Quality Plants
We take pride in what we grow.

PROVEN WINNERS Plus A Wide Selection of Annuals

- All Your Favorites plus many new varieties

Memorial Day Geraniums
in Many Colors

• ANNUALS & 
 VEGETABLE PLANTS

• LARGE SELECTION
 OF HANGING BASKETS 

Est. 1932

   PAISLEY FARM 
AND GREENHOUSES

• HARDY PERENNIALS
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